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dense forests, amid thickets filled with briers and
thorns; at other times we have had to go through
marshes abounding in mire, in which we sometimes
sank waist-deep.

After having been much fatigued during the day,
we are obliged to sleep at night on the grass or on
some leaves, exposed to the wind, to the rain, and to
the injurious effects of the air,—happy even then
if we are near some brook; as otherwise, however
thirsty we may be, the night would pass without
possibility of quenching our thirst. We kindle a
fire; and, when some wild beast has been killed on
the way, we have pieces of it broiled, and eat them
with a few ears of Indian corn, if we have any.

Besides these inconveniences, common to all those
who journey in these deserts, we had that of actual
fasting during our whole journey. Not that we did
not find abundance of roe, deer, and especially of
oxen; but our Savages could not kill any of them.
What they had heard said the night before our
departure —to wit, that the Country was infested by
hostile bands — had prevented their taking guns, for
fear of being discovered by the sound of the shots,
should they fire; or of being impeded by the guns,
if it were necessary to take flight. Accordingly they
used only their arrows; and the oxen that they shot
escaped with the arrows by which they were pierced,
and went away to die, far distant from us.

Nevertheless, these poor people took good care of
me: they bore me on their shoulders, when it was
necessary to pass over any brook; and, whenever
there were deep rivers to cross, they collected many
pieces of dry wood which they bound together, and,
making me sit upon this sort of boat, they began to



